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Here and Beyond: Promising Marriage of SingLit and Theatre

By Cheryl Tan, edited by Teo Dawn

Toy Factory's Here and Beyond is a
staging of the book and secondary school
text, ‘Here and Beyond: 12 Stories’
published by Ethos Books and edited by
poet and writer Cyril Wong comprising
12 short stories by local authors, many of
whom have helmed the local literature
scene — S. Rajaratnam, O Thiam Chin,
Alfian Sa’at, Simon Tay, and Felix Cheong,
to name a few.

Read more about

Theatre Reviews

The Phantom of The Opera:
Haunting in Good Ways and Bad

Kotor: Dirt and Mess Worth
Addressing

Still Life: Experiencing Dana's Life
Upon Her Paintbrush

Late Company: Nothing's Normal
(About Suicide)

Experience Theatrical Magic with
Matilda The Musical

These 12 stories, which deal with various issues or perspectives such as
domestic abuse, the struggles of a domestic helper in a land of plenty, and
the reduction of a man to merely his (mis)fortune, are tied together as

snapshots of life on our sunny island.
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The cast consisting of Irfan Kasban, Jolene Wong, Abby Lai,
Rusydina Afigah, Timothy Nga, Tan Rui Shan, and Darren
Guo display exceptional range and stamina, switching quickly from story to

story. They all play characters who are usually heightened in personality and
vary rather drastically in age. While the stories themselves were enough to
hold an audience’s attention, the delivery of some were somewhat lacking
though kudos to the actors for their versatility.

Several texts delivered had what felt like unnecessary breaks and pauses,
which risked losing the audience’s attention. Pacing had a tendency to be
draggy but was saved by quick transitions to the next story. Despite several
portions of text getting lost largely due to actors perching atop relatively
high vocal registers and the occasional mumbling, the cast in its entirety
definitely showed proficiency as an ensemble. This was most notable in the
creative staging choices used in Yeo Wei Wei's Here Comes The Sun, in
which one could not help but smile at the animal figurines wrapped
in aluminium foil and an endearing whistling bird brought to life by Darren
Guo’s puppetry.

Sound designer Louis Quek (also known in our music scene as
Intriguant) does not disappoint. Each of the 12 stories is given a unique
and captivating sound, opening with a drum-heavy track in the play’s first
story, The Tiger by S. Rajaratnam. The more movement-based pieces, such
as Felix Cheong’s True Singapore Ghost Story, consisted mainly of 10-15min
of pure movement-based storytelling, and were largely coloured by Louis’
soundscapes, which worked hand-in-hand with Petrina Dawn Tan’s vivid
lighting and set design, with each story having its own distinct coloured

http://popspoken.com/arts/2018/07/here-and-beyond-promising-marriage-of-singlit-and-theatre Page 2 of 4


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C0iCQl5jKXK6IPIbchQaug5iQBaicwrBV1ND8l5YI5tCGyJMMEAEgkLemT2C_BaABrveZ0gPIAQKpAs7zaiYV96g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSYAk_QCl0QVQATQDLrJUS4vvjA5CdaKn4zTZfUwWSUbi_v2ykc97oHhlPRDIdAX8s0FsLVRD3e4EnzU87EBdmJRiEDvlt0zSh4CNbnMxzmJLjFYkyA8G_1JDV_XW2A8NN9I_weFoWqY2jnrqeOmDlWElOQuCn4Eas6qnOQyWUozMGpcMGOVVme6-s1iu2V1z7QDO6SbQEieSipnJzpT87ctSWY-QNJ7ccU6New_wuq2IcYESCRWp3OTLKFSqt6F6rYaAfES47TJt9DEst0LjZ790ptu9ChXJugIakC5l2KGH1iDg5NR9lduZlyVZvtki1snEQ4DhW4twjQ0_BJu30cGmsXOQWwsGNNL03P1-Qw-v3OxSrTMfYHyJLgBAGgBgKAB7qI5i2oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYDfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODc2NjEzODg1Mzc1ODY5MrEJaLaWSCNJvVOACgPYEww&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0BrirOyNedB0-mDxXEpxDz5V4egg&client=ca-pub-9058291854443881&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://foreverspin.com/%3Fc%3Dss1%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI7q-U96X84QIVBm7BCh2uAQZSEAEYASAAEgInLvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFjW1tbW251bGwsWzJdXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTM0MTM1Njk0OTBcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMxODQ4MTQxMzQ4OFx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MjgwODMzNzYzNDEyXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD0yODBcdTAwMjZ3aWR0aD0zMzZcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfd18ySndZbnAya0dHN1Z1UVdpN0I2T1hoSG1MUSJdXV1dLFsxLDFdXZ3Q8_ASWiudN4slhvtF1pPdhx--qKiHm2JQbkKkRiAvEBL5bUS-K4qq6ZDZfK16qO0Ip7WXNg2v9EH5W9A1eUCUfShBHnNPEReejB9zfn-rjMetxICJEnEJVoUXLgPeuKk2ZZ_wvTFA2acqtORH1HaHBGyBQ40PZrR4EOBzoEvTMreF42PvQjd2-yp2NuFbBB2qmey9h5jSryO-Eu63TVIOjaucfPLxPenO9fsajthJ4n0rETlASkMGt4W89phgSWF2YSTCOGSpGn8cOFlLDcF6VpvtIDHi4cMViZpvD1C-7rzhpVVWqeypQ3xv_2wCNDJTQg9lAEqX7EJrMO5rKGA,caMWGOWOLBP8itV6KgYNtw&source=display&cbt=O2Q2g6UdycEI1ND8l5YIEOne55IGGOK0xy4iEGZvcmV2ZXJzcGluLmNvbS8yBwgFExjZSxRCF2NhLXB1Yi05MDU4MjkxODU0NDQzODgxSAlYAnAB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC0iCQl5jKXK6IPIbchQaug5iQBaicwrBV1ND8l5YI5tCGyJMMEAEgkLemT2C_BaABrveZ0gPIAQKpAs7zaiYV96g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSYAk_QCl0QVQATQDLrJUS4vvjA5CdaKn4zTZfUwWSUbi_v2ykc97oHhlPRDIdAX8s0FsLVRD3e4EnzU87EBdmJRiEDvlt0zSh4CNbnMxzmJLjFYkyA8G_1JDV_XW2A8NN9I_weFoWqY2jnrqeOmDlWElOQuCn4Eas6qnOQyWUozMGpcMGOVVme6-s1iu2V1z7QDO6SbQEieSipnJzpT87ctSWY-QNJ7ccU6New_wuq2IcYESCRWp3OTLKFSqt6F6rYaAfES47TJt9DEst0LjZ790ptu9ChXJugIakC5l2KGH1iDg5NR9lduZlyVZvtki1snEQ4DhW4twjQ0_BJu30cGmsXOQWwsGNNL03P1-Qw-v3OxSrTMfYHyJLgBAGgBgKAB7qI5i2oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYDfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODc2NjEzODg1Mzc1ODY5MrEJaLaWSCNJvVOACgPYEww%26sigh%3DlhUknV2EouI%26cid%3DCAQSLQDwy9IZzdG5umLmthP1uWLxXXOsXXZO16DYHNvGTqRmsboY6tAoWJ_MqDITCQ
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFjW1tbW251bGwsWzJdXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTM0MTM1Njk0OTBcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMxODQ4MTQxMzQ4OFx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MjgwODMzNzYzNDEyXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD0yODBcdTAwMjZ3aWR0aD0zMzZcdTAwMjZzaWc9QUNpVkJfd18ySndZbnAya0dHN1Z1UVdpN0I2T1hoSG1MUSJdXV1dLFsxLDFdXZ3Q8_ASWiudN4slhvtF1pPdhx--qKiHm2JQbkKkRiAvEBL5bUS-K4qq6ZDZfK16qO0Ip7WXNg2v9EH5W9A1eUCUfShBHnNPEReejB9zfn-rjMetxICJEnEJVoUXLgPeuKk2ZZ_wvTFA2acqtORH1HaHBGyBQ40PZrR4EOBzoEvTMreF42PvQjd2-yp2NuFbBB2qmey9h5jSryO-Eu63TVIOjaucfPLxPenO9fsajthJ4n0rETlASkMGt4W89phgSWF2YSTCOGSpGn8cOFlLDcF6VpvtIDHi4cMViZpvD1C-7rzhpVVWqeypQ3xv_2wCNDJTQg9lAEqX7EJrMO5rKGA,caMWGOWOLBP8itV6KgYNtw&source=display&cbt=O2Q2g6UdycEI1ND8l5YIEOne55IGGOK0xy4iEGZvcmV2ZXJzcGluLmNvbS8yBwgFExjZSxRCF2NhLXB1Yi05MDU4MjkxODU0NDQzODgxSAlYAnAB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC0iCQl5jKXK6IPIbchQaug5iQBaicwrBV1ND8l5YI5tCGyJMMEAEgkLemT2C_BaABrveZ0gPIAQKpAs7zaiYV96g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSYAk_QCl0QVQATQDLrJUS4vvjA5CdaKn4zTZfUwWSUbi_v2ykc97oHhlPRDIdAX8s0FsLVRD3e4EnzU87EBdmJRiEDvlt0zSh4CNbnMxzmJLjFYkyA8G_1JDV_XW2A8NN9I_weFoWqY2jnrqeOmDlWElOQuCn4Eas6qnOQyWUozMGpcMGOVVme6-s1iu2V1z7QDO6SbQEieSipnJzpT87ctSWY-QNJ7ccU6New_wuq2IcYESCRWp3OTLKFSqt6F6rYaAfES47TJt9DEst0LjZ790ptu9ChXJugIakC5l2KGH1iDg5NR9lduZlyVZvtki1snEQ4DhW4twjQ0_BJu30cGmsXOQWwsGNNL03P1-Qw-v3OxSrTMfYHyJLgBAGgBgKAB7qI5i2oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYDfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODc2NjEzODg1Mzc1ODY5MrEJaLaWSCNJvVOACgPYEww%26sigh%3DlhUknV2EouI%26cid%3DCAQSLQDwy9IZzdG5umLmthP1uWLxXXOsXXZO16DYHNvGTqRmsboY6tAoWJ_MqDITCQ
http://popspoken.com/arts/2018/05/temporal

Here and Beyond: Promising Marriage of SingLit and Theatre - Popspoken 2/5/19, 3:13 PM

lights, and each transition and change in set, seamless.

il

Most importantly, Here and Beyond holds an important place in Singapore’s
art scene namely because of its wonderful and timely crossover between the
Singapore Literature (SingLit) and Theatre scene. As this is Toy Factory’s
Associate Artistic Director Stanley Seah’s first piece of

work with the company, one cannot help but commend him on choosing to
approach Ethos Books, one of Singapore’s leading publishing houses, with
some notable others being Math Paper Press (a publishing house belonging
to the local bookstore BooksActually), and Epigram Books.

In this pursuit, Here and Beyond is timely in reminding Singaporeans,
especially younger members of our community, that SingLit is so much
more than what Hollywood might choose to make blockbusters out of and
that might gravely misrepresent not only Singapore to the world but

the literary scene within the confines of our own shores. Here and Beyond is
more than it offers theatrically as a production, effectively extending the
literature community into theatre and vice versa.

The SingLit and Theatre scenes are commonly seen as separate industries,
but are two that should really be considered as one and whose artists and
writers should continue to support each other. This production sets a fine
example, and hopefully this play stands at the helm of an era in

which the theatre practitioners and writers make extended efforts to work
together.
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Here And Beyond
Date: 19th July — 28th July 2018
Venue: SOTA Drama Theatre

Time: Monday — Saturday, 3pm / Thursday, 4.30pm / Friday & Saturday,
8pm

Admission: From $50 (Concessions available. Get your tickets here.)

Stay updated and social with Popspoken: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
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‘ﬁ "Stands at the helm of an era"?! Haha you might want to do research
before you make such bold statements that are false! SG theatre has been
showcasing Singapore literature like since forever ago darling! Ever heard
of Emily of Emerald Hill?! Toy Factory isn't the first.
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